
 
GRIMES COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2025, MEETING 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wells at 6:00 PM.  

Pledges to the United States and Texas flags were said. 

The August minutes were accepted with a motion from John Maxwell and seconded by Sarah 
Nash.  Motion passed unanimously.   

Treasurer report: The treasurer’s report is attached.  

Attendance: There were 14 voting members in attendance and 3 guests for a total of 17. Four 
officers were in attendance.  

Chairman Report: Kathy Wells reported that the THC would like to place a marker honoring 
James H Washington on the courthouse grounds. This will be funded by the THC as part of the 
Texas Black Reconstruction Legislators Recognition Act. The chair was contacted by Vanessa 
Bryzenski to review some historical items in the old jailhouse to see if any should be added to 
their artifact collection.  A request for a photo of Roans Prairie was submitted by an author from 
the Alamo Historical Society who is writing about Alamo Defenders. The GCHC received a 
memorial flag that was flown above the USS Navasota that was decommissioned after 45 years in 
service.   

Committee Updates 

Archives and Collections: The committee has recommended that software program CatalogIt be 
used for archiving documents and photos. Chairman Wells has submitted it to IT for review and 
announced it was approved for use. Once we are ready to start digitizing, we have a platform. 

Cemeteries: No Report 

 Historic Preservation: No Report 

 Historical Markers:  

 23901 First National Bank of Anderson – marker received, dedication pending 
 24184 Smith Floyd Cemetery – marker approved, in production 
 23918 Camp Family Cemetery – approval pending marker wording 
 24GM03 John and Julia Hill House – In process 
 TTBA Navasota Title – submitted for Aug 1 deadline 
 TTBA Binford Insect Control – submitted for Aug 1 deadline 



 
    
Historic Anderson Park: The survey with elevation of the lower park is almost complete.  
Removal of the poison ivy that was covering the cabin continues.  Ant removal is being done prior 
to the festival. 

Publicity and Events: 

Brenda will host the booth at the Farmers Market upcoming Saturday. The Hispanic Heritage 
Festival has a current total $2450 from sponsors and vendors. Raffle and Auction items: we have 
over 40 items for the auction/raffle.   

Bylaws: A motion was made that GCHC approve the revised bylaws that were sent to membership 
on Aug 22 by Brenda Story and seconded by Mary Ann Waters. The bylaws were approved 
unanimously.  

Old Business 

America 250: Discussion was held around planning a Liberty Tree dedication to coincide with the 
City of Anderson America 250 plans.  A suggestion was made to include a time capsule with the 
tree. 

New Business 

A motion was made that GCHC approve a new member, Reagan Slice, by Mary Ann Waters and 
seconded by Steve Story. It was approved unanimously. 

Trunk or Treat will be held on Sat Oct 25th. The GCHC will have a booth on the courthouse 
grounds.  Bring your own chair and water. Donation of candy or funds for candy can be made to 
Mary Ann. 

Member Betty Dunn passed away last week. 

 

Announcements 

Fanthorp Inn Events Report:  

Sep 13-14 "One of nature's noble men?" JG McDonald Jr. and the Fanthorp Inn 

Fri Sep 26 6pm: Fanthorp Innkeepers Training and appreciation event 

July 4, 2026, Semiquincentennial:  

250th anniversary of founding of America.  

Next Regular Meeting: October 13, 2025.  

 

The meeting concluded at 7:00 PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Secretary Debby McLaughlin, GCHC 


